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Wills

Introduction

This leaflet is to guide for patients who wish to make a will whilst
an inpatient. Please note that this does not replace formal legal
advice.

Patient’s request to make a will
If you request to make a will whilst an in-patient you will be advised
to contact a solicitor.

This is so they can complete any necessary capacity assessment as
part of their consultation with you.

Medical staff will not be able to assess capacity for the purpose of a
will.

Citizens Advice will be able to provide you with lists of solicitors if
you do not already have one, you can call them on 0800 144 8848.



Validity
For a will to be legally valid, the person making it must:

Be 18 years or older.

Make it voluntarily with no undue influence or pressure.

Be of sound mind.

Make it in writing (hand or type written).

Sign it in the presence of two witnesses who are both over 18
years old or, if they are unable to sign themselves, direct an
individual to sign on their behalf and in their presence.

e Have it signed by the two witnesses, in the person’s presence.

Witnessing wills

Witnesses can be any adult over the age of 18 but must not be
beneficiaries under the will.

In certain circumstances e.g. when there are visiting restrictions
during a pandemic or other infection control concerns, then it may
not be possible for somebody to attend hospital to witness the
signing of a will. In these circumstances ward staff will contact the
Trust Legal Team to explore further options on your behalf.

Members of staff are unfortunately unable to witness the signing
of wills.



If English is not your first language and you need help, please contact the
Interpretation and Translation Service

Jesli angielski nie jest twoim pierwszym jezykiem i potrzebujesz pomocy, skontaktuj
sie z dziatem ttumaczen ustnych i pisemnych
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Dacé engleza nu este prima ta limba si ai nevoie de ajutor, te rugam sa contactezi
Serviciul de interpretare si traducere

IS T AT FJYF STNT 97 TW A2 AATT NI TS TW ST AJTT
FE TSI AT AGATT AIEITOTS @SR FFa

g all g 4 ghl) Aan i) Lasiy Jlad¥) o b ¢ Basbua ) liadg ¥ Al A 4 5ulady) oS3 Al 13

t.: 0161627 8770

@ . interpretation@pat.nhs.uk

To improve our care environment for Patients, Visitors and Staff, Northern Care
Alliance NHS Group is Smoke Free including buildings, grounds & car parks.

For advice on stopping smoking contact the Specialist Stop Smoking Service on 01706
517 522

For general enquiries please contact the Patient Advice and Liaison Service
(PALS) on 0161 604 5897

For enquiries regarding clinic appointments, clinical care and treatment please
contact 0161 624 0420 and the Switchboard Operator will put you through to
the correct department / service

The Northern Care Alliance NHS Group (NCA) is one of the largest NHS organisations

in the country, employing 17,000 staff and providing a range of hospital and community
healthcare services to around 1 million people across Salford, Oldham, Bury, Rochdale
and surrounding areas. Our Care Organisations are responsible for providing our services,
delivering safe, high quality and reliable care to the local communities they serve.

The NCA brings together Salford Royal NHS Foundation Trust and the hospitals and
community services of The Royal Oldham Hospital, Fairfield General Hospital in Bury,
and Rochdale Infirmary (currently part of The Pennine Acute Hospitals NHS Trust).

n www.facebook.com/NorthernCareAllianceNHSGroup
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